Cleveland Housing Judge Raymond Pianka requiring
negligent property owners to pay victim restitution to
neighbors
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andra Livingston, The Plain Dealer

Foliow

- - Scott Shaw, The Plain
Deater, FileCleveland Housing Court Judge Raymond Pianka has ordered victim restitution be paid to neighbors of
neglected properties.

Cleveland Housing Court Judge Raymond Pianka is ratcheting up the costs for
absentee property owners who spread the damage from the foreclosure crisis. They

will have to pay neighbors for economic losses caused by their neglect.
Pianka plans to hoid his first restitution hearings on the issue this month.

The move comes as Cleveland's lone housing judge contends with the failout frem
the foreclosure mess,

A troubling number of homes have become vacant, neglected commodities bought
and sold -~ often by out-of-state companies -- for dirt-cheap prices and left to
languish. That can undermine safety and nearby property values.

“What is happening there is certainly at the forefront of initiatives seeking to impose
liability upon the owners of substandard properties,” said Frank S. Alexander, a
professor at Emory University School of Law and general counsel for the Center for
Community Progress, a national nonprofit that provides assistance to focal and state
governments on the reuse of vacant and abandoned property.
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